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ANOTHER CHEQUE FROM THE FREEMASONS

On the 20th June, Bournemouth and Christchurch Freemasons held a “Freemasonry in the Community” evening at which over 100  people attended.

Out of the 30 local charities that received benefits from this meeting, East Dorset Mencap were the main benefactors, receiving a cheque for £3000, for which we are very grateful. The above photo shows Chris Tomkinson receiving the cheque from Mr. Graham Williams, who is Assistant Provincial Grand Master for the Masonic Province of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.
Message from the Editor:

Hi Everyone,

Hope by now you’ve all become used to feeling warmer – it’s great to discard all those winter woollies!

What’s been going on?

Earlier in the year, the bottle stall at the Verwood Carnival was as popular as ever, helping to boost our funds by £352.

.

Then came Lynn’s “60s” Disco at Colehill Memorial Hall, where a good time was had by all those who attended. Some dressed for the occasion, most noticeably, Chris as Ozzie Osborn and Steve, who when pressed denied looking anything like Gary Glitter!! (Say no more!) There was some very expressive dancing to be seen and I think Tracey was the person who danced the most – she must have more energy than the rest of us who seemed a bit puffed out at times!!

The fancy dress prize was won by Jess Goddard, who wore a top hat , fishnet tights and one or two other bits!! Steve came 2nd and was a bit miffed as it’s twice now he’s been 2nd! 

There was a vast array of raffle prizes, of which I actually won two (a bit embarrassing) – a meal for 4 at the Round House, and some rather nice perfume. First time I’ve won anything for years!!

Many thanks to Lynn for all her hard work to organise the event, which made £250.

June 17th was the Verwood Choral Society Summer Concert, at which they sang songs from the Pirates of Penzance, Les Miserables, Oliver and “Seventy-Six Trombones”. It made a very enjoyable evening, with refreshments being served in the interval. Obviously all those who participated had put in a lot of hard work and it was much appreciated, especially as the Society had very kindly donated the proceeds, which came to £250, from the Concert to East Dorset Mencap.

Well, we are off on a cruise to Norway, and Iceland at the beginning of July, and then go to Edinburgh to stay with friends for a week, so I’ll be able to bore you all with some details in the November Newsletter! Please send me some articles about yourselves or anything of interest that you have done – it doesn’t matter how short it is!! Remember, it’s YOUR Newsletter – it should be about YOU!!
Once again, my thanks to those who have contributed and also to Jim for his help with “the technical bits!” Thankfully, Sarah Ingram has said that she will do the printing and distribution in future, so Jim and I are very grateful!!

FUTURE DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES




SEPTEMBER 6th. -   A  FUNDRAISING QUIZ


           


                                  A flyer with more info will be sent later.
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GOSSIP!

Have you heard there’s an Administrator about??  Well maybe you have and maybe you haven’t, but I felt it would be nice to formally introduce myself to you and share a little bit about me so here goes ……

About Me

Hi everyone!  I am Sarah, I am 31 years old, (still young enough not to mind sharing my age with you!  Another 5 years and I won’t be so free with this information!) Married to Kevin and we have 2 beautiful children.  We live in Wallisdown and I have lived in this area all my life.  I have 2 older siblings.  My sister Louise and my brother Jon.  Jon has Downs Syndrome so it is possible that some of you may have known him previously.

Our eldest is Chloe Beth and she is 6.  She is a lively, enthusiastic, caring girl who loves anything sporty and also spends a lot of her time talking to her pretend children!  Yes that’s right, I know most children have a pretend friend or two but Chloe has at least 10!  You see she is a schoolteacher in her world, and on returning from a recent holiday she explained to me that although the children didn’t come with us she had missed them so much that they will definitely come on the next!  I am not sure that there will be enough room on the plane but we will have to deal with that closer to the time!

Then there’s Harry Ray.  He has recently celebrated his 1st birthday!  Where does the time go??  He is a cheeky boy with a dry sense of humour and he has just begun to find his feet so we are about to start locking down all movable objects and sealing any opening cupboards in the house!  What fun!!  He also loves screaming at the top of his voice and loves it when people are watching him.  I cannot imagine where he gets that from because it is certainly not me!!

My husband Kevin works for a caravan manufacturer as a skilled machinist.  In addition he is currently training to be a Driving Instructor and for some bizarre reason the thought of spending 7 hours a day on the road teaching people how to drive whilst being in fear of his life, appeals to him, so hopefully in the not too distant future he will be able to hang up his safety glasses and buy himself a nice pair of driving sunglasses instead!

What Am I Doing? (very briefly!)

I am currently working 10 hours per week for East Dorset Mencap.  So far I have sorted, and I am now responsible for, all emails and correspondence.  We are in the process of trying to ensure that all our records and information are compliant with the various rules and regulations.  Hopefully some of you remember me from the AGM in April and so as well as keeping all the records of our current members and contacts I also take the minutes/produce agendas for all meetings.   I have very recently attended a 4-day Fundraising Practice course, which will prove very useful to us with regards to future fundraising and East Dorset Mencap in general. When I saw the advert in the paper advertising the role I can honestly say that it leapt off the page at me.  It was everything that I was looking for and seemingly I was what you (East Dorset Mencap) were looking for too, so a perfect match.  I am truly looking forward to a bright and successful future with you all and I am sure that we will see EDM go from strength to strength over the coming months and years.

Thanks for listening and that’s all from me, for now anyway.  (Thank goodness I hear you cry!)

Sarah Ingram

EXTRACTS FROM “VIEWPOINT”

The Mencap led In Control project has been piloting individual budgets in 13 areas across the UK. Individual budgets let the service user manage a budget, choose their own service provider and tailor a support service that matches their own needs. The paper also says that by 2008 local authorities and PCTs should have established a joint health and social care team to help people with “ongoing needs”.

Focusing on people with a learning disability, the paper recognises the government’s current shortfall. Eventually, some of the plans should help the way people with a learning disability access community and social care services.

To down load the white paper (including an easy to read version) go to www.dh.gov.uk.

 




************

Valuing People – For 2006/2007, the main priorities are:self directed support (individual  budgets), getting more people with a learning disability into paid work, general health, leadership training for family carers and self-advocates, and developing “local services for local people”. The rise in out of area placements will also be addressed. The National Forum’s main priority will be “hate” crime.

For more info.go to www.valuingpeople.gov.uk





************

Karen Flood, co-chair, National Forum for People with Learning Disabilities  said, when asked to comment about Valuing People,  that we are finally getting training, which we’ve never had. We’ve had a leadership course and Rob Greig (National director learning disabilities) got us funding to have an away day, which was interesting. It made us realise that a lot of people with a learning disability need training, not just on the National Forum  but also regionally. It also made us see that everyone has different support needs. I’m also happy that (long stay) hospitals are getting closed down and that people with a learning disability are speaking out more. We are human beings after all. She also said that not enough is being done in school to educate kids about learning disability, because of lack of funding. People are still getting harassed in the community.






**********

Ed’s note – It is all very well closing down long stay hospitals, but without the money to provide the necessary backup in the community, it can create problems!

Incapacity Benefits – Anne Mcguire, Minister for disabled people, said, “Why reform incapacity benefits? It’s simple – at present we have a system that makes assumptions about what people cannot do and too often leaves them trapped in benefits deficiency. All eligible incapacity benefits claimants will have the opportunity to access an extensive range of employment programmes, including Pathways to Work. These programmes are designed on the principle of tailoring support to the individual, so the support someone with a learning disability might receive will be determined by their personal circumstances. Most importantly, however, everyone will receive the one to one support of a personal adviser and have a single, simple point of access for further advice and support.

In addition to new support, we’re proposing ways to improve workplaces; ensuring better support for those who develop impairments and health conditions; encouraging employers to adopt inclusive attitudes to those seeking to return to work after claiming benefits; and promoting best practice in general workplace health, to prevent people falling out of work in the first place.

LATEST NEWS FROM MENCAP NEWSLETTER

New job opportunities for disabled people: 500 jobs in three years – that’s the aim of Mencap’s new employment scheme, launched this month. WorkRight will give large employers the support they need to recruit and develop staff with a learning disability.

First issue of celebrity magazine launched: get the latest news on Mencap’s famous supporters in the first issue of the new magazine. 

Most of the stories in “Biz!” are by people with a learning disability.

Go to: http://www.mencap.org.uk/newsletter.asp?ID=247&User=2266
Want to get this Newsletter in colour with pictures? You can choose to receive an “html” version by following the link below, also the chance to win tickets to an exclusive event in London.

Go to: http://www.mencap.org.uk/html/enews/enews_html_choice.asp?=2266&pw=eelq3yV&NID=50
Or if you know someone who wants to subscribe to this Newsletter, they can do it at:

http://www.mencap.org.uk/html/news/subscribe.asp.

THE POPPETS SATURDAY CLUB

At last we have found a new Junior Club Leader, whose name is LINDSEY FANNER.

In the past, she has worked with children, young people, and families who need support and respite care.

Lindsey says that she is looking forward to this great opportunity to provide regular support for children to come and find a nice safe and secure place to play and meet new friends.

THE CLUB RESTARTS ON SATURDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 06

If you need any other information or are willing to offer your help at the Club, please contact:

email – lindseyfanner@hotmail.co.uk or mobile number – 07701 053093

Another date for your diaries:

30th September starting at 10am. The Lions Club are having a fayre at the Barrington Theatre in Ferndown Centre and we have a stall there, so do come and give it your support. 

Saturday Senior Club Report – Summer 2006 by Jackie Gregory.

Club continues to be enjoyed by all those who attend.

Alan has visited with his guitars, always a popular morning. Activities have included football, cooking, colouring, music, board games, puzzles and bingo to name but a few.

At our last meeting before the summer break we brought a feeling of Wimbledon to the meeting by having meringue bases filled with strawberries and whipped cream – very yummy….



Dates for the rest of the year are as follows:-

                                                            September   9th
September 23rd 

                                                            October      7th 

                                                            October    21st
                                                            November    4th 

November 18th 

December     2nd 

                                                   
December    9th  - last meeting before Christmas

Again, my thanks to each of my helpers, without their contribution club wouldn’t take place – Thank you, Helen, Alan, Edna, Carole and Lou.
“Strawberries & Cream!”  - shared by Garry and Sarah
[image: image3.jpg]FOOD HYGIENE l 1

CLEANING

BOSCH

<\ cross cor!
3 - 44l




        From Yahoo – THE OSCARS COME TO EXETER                     

[image: image4.jpg]The Oska Bright Film Festival, a one-day film festival run by and
for people with a learning disability, will be coming to Exeter as
part of a partnership project with Equata and Southwest Screen

on Tuesday 5th September from 10:30am till 2.15pm at the
Phoenix Arts Centre. :

Oska Bright *On The Road’ will be showing four screenings of films made
by learning disabled filmmakers. Films featured will include the devilish
Nuts for Pudding, My Bloody Valentine, a story of love with a twist and a
funny instructional cooking film, Cooking with Matthew. All the films
were chosen for the festival by a selection panel of people with a
learning disability.

Part of the day will see a Masterclass run by Oska Bright filmmakers for
local budding directors and actors. It will offer training and film making
workshops to other learning disabled artists to create their own short
films.

The Oska Bright Film Festival was developed by Carousel and Junk TV, a
Brighton based organisation that inspires people with learning
disabilities to achieve their ambitions. Carousel is working with Equata
and South West Screen to showcase the festival in the South West in the
hopes of encouraging South West film makers with learning disabilities
to make and enter their film in future Oska Bright Festivals.

Oska Bright is in its third year, having showcased films to over 3000
people. The collaboration hopes to enable more people to see films
made by learning disabled artists and to raise the profile of learning
disabled filmmakers and their creativity.

Richard West, one of the organisers of the Festival and *On The Road’
programme says “It's very important that we recognise people with
learning disabilities as filmmakers and artists in our own right and
encourage film companies to work with people with learning disabilities”.

For more information about ‘On The Road’, contact Carousel on 01273
234734 or visit the website (www.carousel.org.uk).

For more information on Equata, contact Kim Wide on 01392 219440 or
e-mail info@equata.co.uk.

For more information about South West Screen contact 0117 952 9977
or e-mail info@swscreen.co.uk.




Contact addresses are:

Steve Lugg – Chairman, 34 Kingsway, Ferndown, BH22 9QW   

Phone – 01202 872066  email stevelugg@yahoo.co.uk

Sarah Ingram – Administrator, 22 Astbury Avenue, Wallisdown, Poole, BH12 5DT.

Phone – 01202 548001  email sarah.ingram2@btopenworld.com
Mary Cooke – Editor, 93 Redhill Drive, Ensbury Park, Bournemouth. BH10 6AG

Phone – 01202 528313  email jim.cooke@tesco.net
Winton Gateway Club – Jan Hargreaves, 21, Market Close, Poole. BH15 1NQ

Wishes  - Dee Capon -   Family Resource Centre, 246 Kinson Rd, B’mth BH22 0DR

Phone – 01202 546049
LEARNING DISABILITY HELPLINE:

This help line offers a confidential and impartial service and calls are free from an ordinary phone.

Opening hours are 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. When an advisor is not available you can leave a message and they will get back to you.

	You can also write to:







The Learning Disability Helpline,






4, Swan Courtyard,

Coventry Rd.

Birmingham.


B26 1BU.
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